Yale Pathology Resident ME-Autopsy Participation Form

The purpose of this form is to document the residents participation in a medical examiner autopsy, so that the autopsy can be counted toward meeting the requirement of the American Board of Pathology.  To receive credit, the resident must participate in all aspects of an autopsy, including: a) review of the history and circumstances of death, b) external examination of the body, c) gross dissection,  d) review of microscopy and laboratory findings, as appropriate, e) preparation of a written description of the findings, f) development of an opinion on the cause of death, and g) review of the autopsy write-up with teaching staff. 

Resident Name:_________________________________________________________________ 

Autopsy#:________   Medical Examiner: _________________    Date of Autopsy: ___________

Summary of Circumstances/History (Summarize the pertinent details of the case, including underlying disease processes, and the circumstances leading up to the death.  Include any findings from a scene investigation, if performed.  For purposes of patient confidentiality, do not use specific names, addresses, or institution names in the summary):

Findings on External Examination  (List the external injuries and/or signs of trauma, as well as other key findings on from the external examination):

Role in the Dissection (The resident must have some role in the gross dissection; simply being present and observing the autopsy is not sufficient):

Findings from Microscopic Exam, Toxicology, or other Ancillary Studies (if performed):
Final Anatomic Diagnosis  (List the major anatomic findings in the same manner in which you would list them in the FAD for a YNHH autopsy, with sequelae listed beneath underlying causes):

Cause of Death  (as you would list it on a death certificate; if important studies are pending, list the most likely cause and manner of death):
Manner of Death (circle one):    Natural      Accident      Homicide      Suicide      Ther Compl      Undet 
Pending Studies: ________________________________________________________

Case Discussion  (Provide a brief discussion of the significance of the autopsy findings with respect to the sequence of events leading up to the patients death.  How do the autopsy findings and/or circumstances of the death support your conclusions as to the cause and manner of death listed above?)
Reviewed and Discussed with _______________________________ on _____________


(Attending Pathologist)  
(Date)

